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outsmart a duck? It sounds 
Kks and other waterfowl 
ier than you might think. 

erm "bird-brained" does 

t apply to them. Different 
nimals are hunted in 
different ways. Some 
u.intori; sneak through 






Waterfowl hunters 
need to keep their 

ears and eyes 

•' . .. 

open and pay close 
attention to their 
surroundings, as this 




This young hunter has 
shot a duck. Ducks 
are one of the most 
commonly hunted 
kinds of waterfowl. 


for waterfowl, or waterfowling, is unlike any 
other form of hunting. 

Waterfowlers obey different hunting 

laWS ' They use diff «ent tools and tricks All 
good hunters use their brains, but successful 
waterfowlers have to be extra clever. If you 

want ,o shoo, a duck, you have to learn how 
to think like a duck. 








Fowl" is just another word for "birds 


It usually refers 
to birds that you can eat. Waterfowl are birds that can be 

found near water. Some of the most common types are 
ducks, such as mallards, redheads, and wood ducks. Geese 
are waterfowl and can be hunted as well. They look a bit 
like ducks, but they are much larger. 
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These geese are 
Canada geese. 
Canada geese are 


commonly seen 
kinds of waterfowl in 
North America. 























This duck is a male 
northern pintail. In 
this picture, you can 
see the long feathers 
in the middle of the 
bird's tail. These give 
the duck its name. 
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You have 
probably seen 
ducks and geese in 
ponds or lakes. They 
often swim together 

groups. Shooting them does not 

S eem hard if they are just floating 
on the water. What is so hard about 

waterfowling then? Where is the challenge. 

A swimming bird 

is basically helpless. 


This is where the phrase 
"sitting duck" comes 
from. Some states 
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do not allow you to shoot waterfowl 
that are sitting or swimming. 

Most waterfowlers frown on 
shooting at a sitting duck. It 

is not sportsmanlike. The 

challenge of waterfowling is 

to shoot the bird in the air. 
Years ago, some North 
American waterfowl 
were nearly hunted to 

extinction. We now have 
laws to protect them. 


These ducks are 


harlequin ducks. Harlequin 
ducks are sea ducks. 
They live in the northern 
Atlantic Ocean and the 
k northern Pacific Ocean. 








Learn to recognize 
waterfowl before 
you go hunting. It is 
against the law to 
hunt some waterfowl 
such as whooping 
cranes like the one 
shown here. 












Most North American waterfowl 
south during the winter. They 
ad to warmer climates in order to 
survive.These annual migrations 

affect the hunting seasons, 
fti which are usually in the fall 

f SL and winter. 
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You can 


Snow geese spend 
the summer in 
northern Canada and 
migrate to the United 
States and Mexico 
for the winter. 
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“'“""g waterfowl 
swamps, and beaches or 

They foN °w hundreds of 
skies. Scientists have sep, 

.' nto four main flyways. FI, 

1 tnaginary highways in th, 
waterfowl travel. Scientist: 

"^ion. The four fly way S y s 

* hS Atlan 'fo Mississippi, Ce 
byways. Good h.m*_ 


outes trough the 

r ated these routes 
^ays are like 

air on which most 
identify them by 

?ms ar e known as 
’tral, and Pacific 
study the fly way 




Some kinds of 
waterfowl, such as 
these snow geese, 
migrate in huge, he 
flocks, or groups. 








and migration patterns of their regions and learn 
the best times and locations to hunt. 

It is important to make sure you know which 
waterfowl are in season before you go hunting. 
Check both the federal hunting laws and your 
state's hunting laws. It is illegal to shoot a bird 
that is not in season. 
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Pacific Flyway 
Central Flyway 
Mississippi Flyway 
Atlantic Flyway 
Mixed Flyway 
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These are the four 
North American fly ways. 

The Atlantic Flyway 
and Mississippi Flyway 
overlap in the area 
labeled mixed flyway. 
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purchase conservation 
stamps, they are 
helping pay for the 
conservation of 
waterfowl habitats, 
such as the wetland 


All hunters must carry hunting 
licenses. A hunting license proves 
that you are legally allowed to 

hunt a particular animal.To get 

a license, you must first pass 
a hunting safety course. 

In addition to licenses, 
most waterfowlers are 
required to purchase 
conservation stamps. 
Hunters do not mind 
paying extra for these 
stamps because the 











proceeds help P' otect we,,ands and 
waterfowl habitats. 

Conservation stamps are also 

called duck stamps. A duck stamp is 
like a second license. It looks like a 
. postage stamp, but the picture is 
almost always of a duck. Do not 

put your duck stamp on an 


This hunter’s 
camouflage jacket 
and hat make it 
harder for waterfowl 
to see her as she 
hides in the tail 
wetland grasses. 










ftjMgg 


-y ,l w 'tn you on you 

6 dUCk Stam P Proves that y< 
' ou r pan to protect the wildl 
you will be hunting. 

a nd geese have sharp eye 
>uld wear green camouflage 
0 and hide, you might also 
because waterfowl can recog 

aces. Try to wear 




Tail boots, such as 
the ones this hunter 
is wearing, make 
waterfowl hunting 
much easier. They 

let hunters get 

' 

closer to their prey. 
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/aterfowl hunters use 
12-gauge shotguns. 
However, 10-gauge 


20-gauge shotguns are 
also popular. 


You have to be at least 12 

m!f ?K° ,d t0 hunt An adult 

must hunt with you. 














This hunter is loading 
or placing the shells 


be extra careful with a 
shotgun that is loaded 
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flies? Shotgun target shooting 
is often called trapshooting. 
ln trapshooting, you shoot 
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r This hunter is 
practicing his 
shooting by 
trapshooting. You 
can see the day 
pigeon he is trying to 
shoot in the sky to 
l his left. 


at clay pigeons. These 

are small stone disks 
that fly like Frisbees. A 
clay pigeon will shatter 
when it is hit by shot. 
Trapshooting is so 
popular that it is even an 

Olympic sport. 
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One of the best waterfowling tools is the blind. A blind 

is a screen that conceals a hunter. Some blinds are tiny 

shacks. Others can fit over small boats. You can even create 

your own blind with branches and leaves. A blind is a form 
of camouflage. 



This waterfowl blind 
was built in the 
middle of a lake. 
Waterfowl hunters 
must use a boat to 























>at. Some decoys 
birds. Good decoys 

them. Hunters 


terfowl to 
; around live ducks to use ^ 

them as decoys. 

||!^3|||^^^ This practice is 

now considt 
and is no 




This hunter is 
setting out duck 
decoys. As hunters 
often do, he is using 
several decoys at 
the same time. 
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Some duck decoys, 
such as the one here 
are beautifully made. 
In fact, some people 
collect duck decoys 
and show them off in 
their homes. 
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This hunter is using 
a waterfowl call. There 
are many different kinds 
of calls. 
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Another great waterfowling to 
is the call. A call makes a noise that 
sounds like a particular waterfowl. 
Most calls look like kazoos. 

You blow into them to make 
the quacking sounds. Just 
like a decoy, a good call 


can fool waterfowl into thinking 
that there are real birds nearby. 
Ducks and geese make noises to 
communicate. Different quacks mean 

different things. Waterfowlers can 

master this language and use many 

different calls to their advantage. 






Dog Puddle 


Many hunters get help from a dog. Some dog breeds 
such as beagles and hounds, are good at finding game for 
the hunter to shoot. Dogs used for waterfowling are good 
at finding game after it has been shot. 

Imagine you are in a thick swamp. You just shot a goose 
out of the sky. You have no idea where it landed. How will 
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This hunting dog is 
a Labrador retriever. 
These dogs were first 
bred by fishermen in 
Newfoundland, Canada 


you ever find it? This is where a dog 

“^ids like Labrador retrievers can 

locate the fallen birds and carry them 

back in their mouths to the hunter. 

is like playing fetch, but the dog 

fetches birds instead of sticks. 


There are several types of 
retrievers. The Labrador, 
golden, and Chesapeake B, 
retrievers are some of the 
most popular pets in Ameri. 





















knnum cn ' Wa terfo wl 

h ° “ re,ri ^- These breeds eve, 

have webbed feet to helo th a 

helps if hunting dogs are well trained ', 
mu » <* oh. and otiier ' a ' ned 1 


Waterfowl hunting 
dogs, such as this 
golden retriever, 
are often good 
swimmers. They 
can easily retrieve 
birds that were shot 
over water. 








waterfowlers migm 

! h ,„ they spend their lives savrng 

single day, bu ima i s . Every 

=—rr:cr 

P froms They are filled with many 
hirds trees, and other plants. 

Many hunters have joined the group 

Ducks Unlimited to preserve wetlands. 
n„cks Unlimited is the world's leader 


Waterfowling organizations 
help preserve key 
waterfowl habitats, such as 
the pond where this mallard 
is swimming. 












co nservati 


wor t< hard to7rotea w The members ofD “cb 

boh, 7 terf ° Wl habi 'ats 

Pollution and devel 


opment 


Vou can join waterfowlii 
organizations to learn 

the tricks of the trade. 
Some groups to check 
out are Delta Waterfowl 
and the North American 
Waterfowl Federation 
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waterfowl calls, as 


this boy is doing. 
Older waterfowl 
hunters can teach 


Waterfowlers do not join together 
only to save wildlife. They also ,o. n 

together to hunt. Waterfowling 

is Often a community activity. 
There are many clubs and 

organizations where hunters 

of all ages can learn from 

one another.They share 

tips on decoys, dog 
training, and the best 

s h duck recipes. 
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One of the best parts 
of waterfowling is 
spending time with 
your family and friends 
while you are hunting. 


a great 


It takes a lot of work to be 

waterfowler. You must practice shooting 
u s ould learn how ,° use waterf 

addh ow to place decoys.,, does no, hurt to 

V m,9ratl0n Patterns, too. Becoming a 
,7' wa terfowler might tahe a life,™ bu , 

th ’ S ,S What mal <« such a challenging and 
rewarding sport. 9 " d 












Never hunt from a 
motorboat or sailboat. 

That is against the law. 

^Whenyougowatertowling, 

bring waterproo c 
and boots. Being cold and w 

will spoil your hunt. 

D Make sure you know' h ° V " them 

duck and goose callsUsing 

• ^orr^rtlv will scare birds away. 

incorrectly w. are sit ting on 

g Remember not to shoot at ducks 
the weter. 


the water. |0 , by huntin g with 


older aoy». ■ ~ - ,. r9nhv 

Prac «ice makes perfect. You can shoo, trap by 
joining sporting and duck club . 

, Be on the lookout « “generally 

Ublike other kinds of"the » halder to see . 

rrZe^ You are abseil cure ot 

/pamlmbt to clean and oil your shotgun atter a 
' hunt, especially if it gets wet. 

Have fun, and be careful! 



Glossary 

camouflage (KA-muh-flahj) Having to do with a color or a pattern that matches 
the surroundings and helps hide something. 

conservation (kon-sur-VAY-shun) Protecting something from harm. 

cruel (KROOL) Causing pain or suffering. 

development (dih-VEH-lup-mint) Being built on. 

ecosystems (EE-koh-sis-temz) Communities of living things and the 
surroundings in which they live. 

extinction (ek-STII\IGK-shun) The state of no longer existing. 

habitats (HA-buh-tats) The kinds of land where animals or plants naturally live. 

licenses (LY-sun-sez) Official permissions to do things. 

proceeds (PROH-seedz) The money made from selling something. 

recipes (REH-suh-peez) Sets of directions for making things. 

screen (SKREEN) A flat thing that hides or covers something. 

sportsmanlike (SPORTS-mun-like) Fair. 

targets (TAHR-gits) Things that are aimed at. 

wetlands (WET-landz) Land with a lot of moisture in the soil. 
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Due to the changing nature of Internet links, PowerKids Press has 
developed an online list of Web sites related to the subject of this book. 
This site is updated regularly. Please use this link to access the list: 

www.powerkidslinks.com/os/wh/ 
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